
 BERRIEN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

AUGUST 9, 2022 MINUTES 

 

The Berrien Township Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the township 

hall.  Supervisor Bryan Bixby called the meeting to order and opened with the pledge to the American 

flag. 

 

Members present:  Supervisor Bryan Bixby, Treasurer Paul Sprung, Trustees Julie Burke, Cynthia Layman, 

Kevin Klug, Harold Bishop and Clerk Mary Jane Dean. 

 

Also present:  D. Supervisor Julius Grau, Fire Chief Norm Carl, Jr., building Inspector Ross Rogien  

and park caretaker Bill Fisher. 

 

AGENDA: 

Cynthia Layman made a motion seconded by Paul Sprung to approve the agenda.  All ayes, none 

opposed.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 

AUDIT REPORT: 

Alex Schaeffer from the Kruggel Lawton firm presented our 2021-22 audit.  Their firm gave us a modified 

clean opinion which is the highest opinion that can be given.  Alex pointed out the important takeaways 

from the firm’s financial report which on page 12 included revenue during the year at $1,173,118 and 

expenditures of $1,151,814 or a net surplus of $21,304. 

 

Regarding our financial position, Alex said it is customary to have at least a 3 month surplus at all times 

in case of unforeseen emergency and that we are very fortunate to currently have a 23 month surplus.  

Alex passed out his business card so that if anyone had any questions about the numbers to contact 

him.  Next month we will look at accepting the audit as presented.   

 

FIRE REPORT:  

Fire Chief Norm Carl, Jr. reported that the Dept. had 23 calls (B. Twp. 14.5 and P. Twp. 8.5) for the labor 

cost of $1,925.00.  Mutual aid received from Berrien Springs and Indian Lake and mutual aid given to 

Sodus Twp.  The new truck process will be moving forward thanks to the residents since they approved 

the millage request on August 2, 2022. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

There was no meeting. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 

Total revenue for June was $24,056.35 with expenses at $47,232.84.  When the budget was adopted 

there was no amount included for broadband since we paid for broadband for Painter School Rd. we 

need to adjust the budget in the amount of $51,000.00.  Julie Burke made a motion seconded by Kevin 

Klug to adjust the cost center under Community Service by adding $51,000.00 for broadband. All ayes, 

none opposed.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 

TWP. PARK: 

Bill Fisher reporter the gator is running well.  There was a big wedding in the field by the tree everything 

went well even the weather. 

 

RIVER SPRINGS TRAILER PARK:  

Ross Rogien reported that 10 unites are posted to be demolished by Sept. 10th.  We need to be more 

proactive in getting this done. We have seven days to do this after that it is up to the park owner. The 

Construction Board of Appeals will have a meeting to discuss this.  There are pot holes, broken lines all 

which is a potential hazard. 

 

EMERENGY MANAGEMENT: 

No meeting. 

 



 

G.B.S. RECREATIONAL AUTHORITY: 

Cynthia Layman reported there was a meeting on July 17 all representatives were present. The youth 

participation in various programs is up, there is a need for coaches, and not everyone has seen the 

agreement. The next meeting will be in November the discussion will be when the authority will be run 

by the municipalities.  Liability insurance is run through Berrien Springs School.  

 

IN MI RIVER VALLEY TRAIL: 

Deb Conley reported that Marcy Hamilton, AEP and she met on July 25. She stated that she would like to 

propose that the township submit a request to AEP to donate or sell for minimal amount the abutments 

and the property that runs from the water edge to Range Line RD. (the township currently leases that 

portion since AEP wanted someone to lease that portion that had liability insurance.  The purpose of this 

is to transfer ownership of the property to the township in order to move forward.  Previously we had 

been told that the township couldn’t be the owner only the County or Berrien Springs Village.  The 

township could not apply for the MDOT TAP grant which has the potential to provide up to 60% of 

project funds, Berrien County (through the County Road Department) or Berrien Springs Village can be 

the applicant and Berrien Township could retain ownership. For other funds for the project each 

municipality can apply regardless who owns it (except for MDNR Trust Fund/Passport Grant, the 

applicant should be the owner).  Once the project is complete, the township could enter into a 

maintenance agreement with Oronoko Charter Township and Berrien Springs Village for future 

maintenance or possibly be leased to the Recreation Authority as a linear park which they would be 

eligible for DNR recreation grants (if they had a 5 yr. recreation plan) it would be clear that the three 

municipalities would be responsible for funding the maintenance. It is recommended by Suzannah 

Deneau of Wightman that the bridge be inspected every 5 years estimated at $5,000.00 per inspection.    

Still don’t know who owns the parcels involved for the trail from Walton Rd. to Fairland Rd. 

 

MINUTES:  

Julie Burke made a motion seconded by Cynthia Layman to approve the July 12, 2022 minutes as 

presented.  All ayes, none opposed. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

TOWNSHIP BILLS: 

Julie Burke made a motion seconded by Paul Sprung to approve the payment of the township bills in the 

amount of $36,819.98.  All ayes, none opposed.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 

FIRE BILLS: 

Paul Sprung made a motion seconded by Cynthia Layman to approve the joint fire bills in the amount of 

$13,203.36 with the township share of $8,529.37 for payment.  All ayes, none opposed.  MOTION 

CARRIED.   

 

VETERANS MEMORIAL: 

Supervisor reported that the crushed flagstone has come in and applied for the drive and memorial   

waiting for the County to dig the ditch.  

 

UNION CHURCH: 

Cynthia Layman presented pictures showing the conditions of the shutters, the outside doors to the 

basement, main doors that need painting and lets in weather as not sealed, shrubby that should be 

trimmed and the ceiling inside that she had reported last month.   Gutters and downspouts should be 

checked into to keep water away from the building.   

 

ROAD ASSESSMENT RENEWAL: 

The first road maintenance, repair and replacement assessment was approved by the residents in 

November 4, 2014 for the period of four years commencing in 2015 in the amount of $36.00 per parcel.  

In November 6, 2018 it was approved again by the residents but in the amount of $40.00 per parcel for 

four years.  Julie Burke made a motion seconded by Cynthia Layman to place the request on the 

November 8, 2022 ballot stating it as a renewal in the amount of $40.00 per parcel commencing 2023 -

2026.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Julie Burke, Cynthia Layman, Kevin Klug, Harold Bishop, Paul Sprung, Mary 

Jane Dean and Bryan Bixby.  Nays: none.  Absent: none.  Abstain: none.  MOTION CARRIED.       



 

MEETING ADJOURNED at 9:00 p.m. 

 

______________________________________ 

MARY JANE DEAN BERRIEN TOWNSHIP CLERK 

 

______________________________________________ 

BRYAN BIXBY BERRIEN TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


