
BERRIEN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

JUNE 14, 2022 MEETING MINUTES 

 

The Berrien Township Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, June 14, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the township 

hall.  Supervisor Bryan Bixby called the meeting to order and opened with the pledge to the flag. 

 

Members present:  Supervisor Bryan Bixby, Treasurer Paul Sprung, Trustees Julie Burke, Cynthia Layman, 

Kevin Klug, Harold Bishop and Clerk Mary Jane Dean.   

 

Also present: Building inspector Ross Rogien, Fire Chief Norm Carl, Jr. reporter Deb Haight and Deb 

Conley representative on IN MI River Valley Trail.  

 

AGENDA:  

Paul Sprung made a motion seconded by Kevin Klug to approve the agenda with the addition of Union 

Church.  All ayes, none opposed. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Fire report: 

Fire Chief Norm Carl, Jr. reported that the Dept. had 17 calls with various issues with labor cost of 

$1,141.00.  Fire association will be working on promoting the need for the new fire truck.    

 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

Julie Burke reported with Ross Rogien on the PUD updates the Planning Commission is working on with 

better wording to be easier to read and understand.  The major changes to the 1981 PUD ordinance are 

in lot size and open space requirements:  1. Minimum of 10 acres; 1 acre minimum (125 ft. of road 

frontage recommended in 2021; maximum lot coverage of 35%; lot size reduction to .75 acre but 

maximum lot coverage is reduced to 30% (road frontage could possible change a bit but would not go 

less than 105 ft.)  Attached garages may not exceed 800 sq. ft.; detached garage total height may not 

exceed the height of the main dwelling and not in front of dwelling.  Discussed but nothing agreed on 

maximum size of detached structures also discussed but no decision on setback requirements.  A natural 

buffer zone may need to be considered.   Board will review.    

 

FINANCIAL REPORT:  

Treasurer Sprung reported that the township received $73,353.00 from State revenue total revenue for 

May was $87,943.84 with income in April-May at $89,474.11.  Expenses for May were $200,104.93 with 

April-May at $218,806.47.  Some CD’s will be due soon.  The auditors are coming next week.     

 

TOWNSHIP PARK: 

Supervisor reported that everything is fixed except the water fountain.  He has received requests for 

playground equipment for bigger children.    

 

BUILDING PERMITS: 

Ross Rogien stated nothing to report on permits.  The State finally issued a license to River Grove mobile 

home park (River Springs Estates).  EAGLE gave the owners 30 days to fix the water and sewer issues 

before fines would be issued. Child and Family Services have been called out at least 3 times. 

 

INTERNET: 

Supervisor reported that the internet south of M-140 and north of M-140 is done.  Sister Lakes can’t get 

equipment.  Eau Claire Village has asked the township to join with them in their request for internet 

Pipestone has already. He is still working on how many roads still need internet information which he 

needs when applying for the County matching grant. 

 

G.B.S. RECREATIONAL AUTHORITY: 

Cynthia Layman reported that there hadn’t been a meeting. 

 

IN MI RIVER VALLEY TRAIL: 

Deb Conley stated that work is still in process about who owns sections of the right-of-way north of 

Niles. They are looking for funds for the plans for extending the phase from Plym Park to Pucker St. 

Bryan and Deb will be meeting with the Berrien Springs Village council to update them on the bridge 

project. 

 



 

MINUTES:  

Kevin Klug made a motion seconded by Harold Bishop to approve the May minutes as presented.  All 

ayes, none opposed.  MOTION CARRIED.    

 

TOWNSHIP BILLS: 

Paul Sprung made a motion seconded by Julie Burke to approve payment of the Township bills in the 

amount of $134,754.20 which $91,883.00 was for road projects this year.  All ayes, none opposed.  

MOTION CARRIED.  

 

FIRE BILLS:     

Julie Burke made a motion seconded by Cynthia Layman to approve payment of the joint fire bills in the 

amount of $8,897.25 with the township share of $5,747.62.  All ayes, none opposed.  MOTION CARRIED.       

 

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK: 

Nothing has been started yet. 

 

SPRING CLEANUP: 

Five dumpsters were filled. Earl Maxwell hasn’t gotten the 2 dumpsters for doing the cleanup. 

 

SIGNS: 

Work is being done on the signs for the park and fire station. 

 

TIRE RECYLING: 

The tire recycling went well.  The cost was $800.00 per municipality. 

 

Supervisor stated still working on getting bids for the hall parking lot. 

 

CEMETERY FEES: 

Cynthia Layman made a motion seconded by Paul Sprung to approve the following increases in 

cemetery fees: Residents opening & closing weekdays $700.00 weekends & holidays $850.00.  

Non-residents opening & closing weekdays $900.00 weekends & holidays $1,000.00. 

Residents Cremations opening & closing weekdays $300.00, weekends & holidays $350.00. 

Non-residents cremations opening & closing weekdays $400.00 weekends & holidays $450.00.  

All ayes, none opposed. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

CHERRY FESTIVAL: 

Cynthia Layman made a motion seconded by Paul Sprung to donate up to $300.00 to the Eau Claire 

Cherry Festival pending what categories would be a legal use for township funds. The township has 

always donated funds for the fireworks as it was enjoyed by everyone. All ayes, none opposed.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

UNION CHURCH: 

Cynthia Layman reported on what she found when she inspected Union Church.  The shutters are 

different sizes, holes in the siding where birds have made nests letting rain coming in also concerns with 

the bell tower. The Board decided to have Jim Furkis who is a licensed architect, a structure engineer 

and is familiar with reviewing buildings to inspect the church. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

_______________________________________ 

MARY JANE DEAN BERRIEN TOWNSHIP CLERK  

 

_________________________________________ 

BRYAN BIXBY BERRIEN TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 


